
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attending an academic conference provides many opportunities to socialise, extend your network, share your 

expertise and get valuable feedback on your work. But how can you get the most from your time at the ANZAM 

Conference? Below are the top tips from members of the ANZAM Board – all seasoned conference attendees! 

 

Socialising 

▪ Try to introduce yourself to at least one new person at every session you attend. ANZAM has a reputation 

for being a friendly Conference, so don’t be afraid to start a conversation. 

▪ Try to speak with many different people - take advantage of this opportunity to build a network with a 

diverse bunch of neat (but possibly shy) people. 

▪ Attend the various social events at the Conference. It’s a great way to meet people in a more relaxed 

environment. 

▪ Don’t overdo it! There’s always a lot going on, and you won’t be able to be everywhere at once, so plan out 

the day, and be sure to give yourself time to relax and reflect. 

 

Presentations 

▪ If you are presenting – be early and be organised. Have your presentation rehearsed and your slides ready 

to go. Introduce yourself to the Session Chair and the other presenters before the session starts. Sit 

somewhere near the front, so you’ll be ready to take the floor.  

▪ Have your slides on a USB, but also keep a backup on your laptop and in your email for quick access. 

▪ Consider putting your name/institution in the footer so your slides are clearly attributable. 

▪ Don’t go over your allocated time. The session chair will do their best to keep things running to schedule, 

but it makes their job much easier if every speaker ensures they conclude their presentation within the 

time allocated. Remember, every extra minute you use for your presentation is one minute less for 

someone else. 

▪ Don’t stress too much if you’re presenting for the first time - it’s a friendly crowd and we have all been in 

your place at some point. 

▪ Stay for the whole session if you can – especially if you are presenting. However, it is OK to move between 

papers in ‘Delivered’ sessions if you want to go to another presentation. 

▪ Contribute to session conversations through either a question or a comment. Make sure your 

questions/comments are succinct, relevant and constructive. 

▪ Expand your boundaries by attending a session that seems interesting but is outside your normal 

research interests. This can be a great way to initiate some cross-disciplinary research opportunities. 

 

Etiquette 

▪ When entering or leaving a room, move quietly and respectfully. Wait for an opportune moment to exit and 

try to leave discreetly. If you are planning to move between two presentations that are scheduled to occur 

consecutively (but in different rooms), leave the first session at the start of the question time, as this will 

allow you to enter the second session before the presentation starts and minimise disruption.   

▪ Have your devices in silent mode – it can be very distracting for presenters if they are continually being 

interrupted by notification sounds or the clicks on phone ‘keyboards’. 

▪ Don’t take photos of presenters or their work without their permission. 

▪ Don’t be a nuisance if posting or writing notes during a session. 

▪ Be constructive in your feedback to presenters. 

 


